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assumption that two propositions are really contra-
dictory. The apparent contradiction may be illusory.
Society, says the individualist, is made up of all
its members. Certainly: if all Englishmen died,
there would be no English race. But it does not
follow that every individual Englishman is not also
the product of the race. Society, says the Socialist,
is an organic whole. I quite admit the fact; but it
does not follow that, as a whole, it has any qualities
or aims independent of the qualities and aims of the
constituent parts. Metaphysicians have amused
themselves, in all ages, with the puzzle about the
many and the one. Perhaps they may find contra-
dictions in the statement that a human society is both
one and many; a unit and yet complex; but I am
content to assume that unless we admit the fact, we
shall get a very little way in sociology.

Society, we say, is an organism. That implies
that every part of a society is dependent upon the
other parts, and that although, for purposes of argu-
ment, we may find it convenient to assume that
certain elements remain fixed while others vary, we
must always remember that this is an assumption
which, in the long run, never precisely corresponds
to the facts. We may, for example, in economical
questions, attend simply to the play of the ordinary
industrial machinery, without taking into account